
Community Development Meeting   25/10/2017 

 

54 people attended the event, including 3 invited guests who took part in the discussion, and 3 

members of staff from JRHT, who observed. 

Groups of 6-7 residents were given a list of possible prompts, which they discussed, based on their 

particular interests.  These were:  

• Family life in Derwenthorpe 

• Living healthily 

• Looking after the environment 

• Growing old in Derwenthorpe 

• Making the most of Derwenthorpe assets 

• Getting together and having fun 

 

The following ideas are drawn from comments made by members of the eight groups, reflected on 

drawn up sheets (see DRA Website).  The ticks against different suggestions represent interest from 

others present.   The starred activities beneath each section are ones made by specific residents 

prepared, possibly with others, to draw up plans in these areas. 

 

Family life 

The timing of this evening event may have prevented some families with young children attending, 

particularly as one of the most popular items was a baby-sitting club! So the list below could well be 

supported and expanded by other means.   Activities such as weekend games and sports for teens, a 

film club, a walking bus and homework club, were also put forward for consideration.  There is 

already an active on-going parent and toddler group.  (Other?) 

Linking possibly with the “Growing Old in Derwenthorpe” section was a suggestion of board games 

and cards events for all ages. 

Possible starting points: 

❖ A children’s film club  

❖ A baby-sitting club  

❖ Activities for children  

 

Living Healthily 

Following on from activities for young people was a suggestion of open events for teens including 

basketball, football and training sessions.  There was a lot of support for healthy walking and 



exercise opportunities for adults (see also “Making the most of Derwenthorpe’s assets” below), 

cycling groups and table-tennis. 

After all this you may wish to chill out with a mindfulness session and pop-up spa? 

Invited guests to the event are offering to set up an outlet to provide organic produce to 

Derwenthorpe, alongside a pop-up café (see also “Special Interest Groups” below). 

Possible starting points: 

❖ Organic food supply  

❖ Bread shed and pop-up café  

❖ Pop-up Spa/mindfulness  

❖ How to cook healthy meals that are quick and easy  

❖ Fitness class  

❖ Breeze bike rides  

❖ Table tennis club  

 

Looking after the environment 

In keeping with JRHT principles of protecting the environment, interest was expressed in the 

following areas: car-sharing, book/clothes/games exchange, a swap shop….. 

The garden group is interested in recruiting new members and there was a call for garden 

composting, food waste re-cycling, and for all sheds to have green roofs (!).  The litter-picking group 

also welcomes new members. (See also “Making the most of Derwenthorpe’s assets”) There are 

already steps being taken to brighten the cycleway with Spring bulbs. 

Possible starting points: 

❖ Litter-picking  

❖ Swap shop  

❖ Plant bulbs along cycle track  

❖ Open gardens 

❖ Car share  

 

Growing old in Derwenthorpe 

No specific interest was expressed here, though most other areas would cover possible needs of the 

older generation. 

Maybe there’s a place for further consideration of possible social isolation, not just of older people 

in Derwenthorpe, but those who may be restricted in other ways.  Some reference was also made to 

support groups for those affected by mental health concerns and unemployment. 

 



Making the most of Derwenthorpe assets 

The outdoor gym was referred to for possible group activity, and the cycle track as a natural benefit 

for cycling and access to the city centre.   

Some interest was expressed in extending the existing DRA website and newsletter with articles, 

creative contributions and local hints and tips.  No doubt additional contributions to all the effort 

that has gone into these would be most welcome…. 

Also help available for maintenance of ventilation and heating systems. 

Possible starting points: 

❖ Local maintenance co-op for MVHR/Vent  

❖ Continued maintenance and improvement of the cycle track (Litter group and Bulb-planting) 

 

Getting together and having fun! 

By far the most popular area for development!    There was a lot of support for events around 

Christmas, and then throughout the year… 

Possible starting points: 

❖ Festive season friendship club  

❖ Christmas event  

❖ Jazz evening  

❖ BBQ  

❖ Quiz night  

❖ Coffee mornings  

❖ Garden party/summer fete  

❖ Safari supper in January 2018  

 

Special interest Groups  

A number of contributions that didn’t come into a specific category are included here, not forgetting 

the choir which always welcomes new members. 

There was a call for campaigning for speed limit signs throughout the development and interest in 

domestic maintenance information.  Time banking and sharing skills were noted, and possible self-

help groups. 

Baking activities were mentioned in three separate groups.  A knit and natter group was also called 

for. 

There was overwhelming support for a community café, many believing this to be an integral part of 

community life and development.  Pending the construction of an extension to the existing Energy 



Centre and development of means by which this could be financially self-reliant, various ideas were 

put forward in preparation for more permanent premises (coffee mornings, a pop-up café etc: see 

above) 

Possible starting points: 

❖ Drawing and painting group  

❖ French conversation   

❖ Drama group/play reading  

❖ Book exchange  

❖ Café/community hub, and training opportunity for young people  

❖ ?Possible baking event  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


